
From the Desk of… 
Executive Director Pam Heavens

November 4, 2008. Please circle your calendar right
now. Write the word VOTE on that date. Make plans, and
allow nothing to get in the way, to vote on that day.
November 4 is the General Election in Illinois and nation.
When you read this, it is likely the candidates will have been
chosen. Now, you need to prepare to vote in an extremely
important election.

2008 is a critical year. We will be voting for a new
President, a new congress person from the 11th Illinois
District, as well as county and state officials. 

If you do nothing else on this date, VOTE. Everyone
has the power to have a voice in who represents them on the
city, county, state, and national level. Every vote counts.
History has shown time and again that many elections have
been decided by one vote. Your vote could be the one that
determines who is elected to a certain office and who is not.

You will need to do some research before casting your
vote. Ask the candidates questions on topics that are
important to you. Find out if candidates support disability
rights, equal access, and civil liberties. Then determine for
whom you will vote. If you wish to do more, volunteer for
the candidate of your choice. This is an excellent way for the
candidate to get to know you and your issues. Volunteering
is also a great way for you to be involved in the democratic
process.

Begin planning now for any situation that may prevent
you from voting and make plans to ensure that you vote. Set
up your transportation to and from the polling place. Prepare
to wear warm and dry clothes in case the weather is snowy,
cold, rainy, etc. Pick the time of day when you are most
active and vote during that time. If you will be out of town
on Election Day, secure an absentee ballot before leaving.
Of course, if you are not registered to vote, be sure to get
registered at least 30 days before the election.

Elected officials listen to people who vote. The
more people with disabilities who vote, the stronger
our voice will be.
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Voting is the most important advocacy tool Americans
possess. As we make resolutions for the New Year, be sure
to make "Vote in each election", on your list.

Best wishes for a great New Year and thank you in
advance for voting in this crucial election year.

GREAT 
UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, March 5 - Legislative

Internship 2008 begins. Call today to sign up for

this free but popular program, held from 1:00-

3:00 p.m. every Wednesday for eight weeks.

Call Laura for info.

Saturday, May 17 - Operation J.O.S.E.

Special Education Conference. Workshops and

speakers currently being coordinated. This is a

great one stop shop for a wide range of

resources and experts, especially for parents.

Pass it along to those you know who can benefit.

Friday, July 11 - Attention Race Fans!

The Center is trying to get together a group to

attend the Nationwide Series Race (formerly

Bush Series) at Chicagoland Speedway.

Contact Debbie at CIL for more information.
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OUR ANNUAL MEETING
In the genuine spirit of gratitude, the Will-Grundy

Center for Independent Living’s staff, board, consumers and
community leaders and supporters joined together for a
terrific celebration of one of the Center’s most successful
years.  The Annual Meeting was held Wednesday, November
14 at Republic Hall, welcoming nearly 80 people.  

The event featured keynote speaker Rob Kilbury,
Director of the Illinois Department of Human Services’
Division of Rehabilitation Services.  Rob’s comments drove
home the vital contribution that advocates play in
establishing, maintaining and enforcing disability rights for
persons with disabilities in the region, state and country.

We were thrilled to have Rob travel from Springfield to
serve as keynote speaker.  Kilbury was introduced by
WGCIL Executive Director, Pam Heavens, who commented
that his resume, his professional expertise and his personal
triumphs have resulted in an impressive record of success as
an advocate and as a disabled individual who proves that it
is the abilities and not the disabilities that define one’s
success in life.

The Center was honored to have so many of its
consumers join us for the event, as they are the driving force
behind all we do.  The crowd roared when our Center
surprised two of its consumers with well-deserved awards:
Charles Fuqua earned the “Ed Roberts Excellence in
Independent Living Award,” and Mike Long earned the
“Volunteer of the Year” Award.  Each of these gentlemen
have benefited from the Center’s Community Reintegration
Program, which is particularly exciting as they now serve as
positive role models for others. 

Charles thanked the CIL staff who always gave him
confidence, and Mike complimented the staff on their hard
work and friendliness.  These gentlemen definitely earned
the hearty round of applause they received for their hard
work and for making such a strong commitment to improve
their own lives and others with disabilities who seek
independent living!

Congratulations to “Accessibility Achievement Award”
winner Laurie McPhillips, Will County Recorder of Deeds.
Laurie was instrumental in establishing increased access for
disabled individuals who wish to come to the Recorder’s
Office, and is pleased to offer a workstation for wheelchair
users, as well as an array of assistive technology and
computer programs for visually impaired Will County
residents. 

In receiving her award, McPhillips thanked her
husband, who accompanied her, as well as staff members.

She commented that she was pleased to bring assistive
technology and increased access to her office, and
reminisced on her Girl Scout days when she received the
“Ready Helper” award.  “That’s what I’d like you to think of
me as, the ‘Ready Helper’ if there is ever anything more I
can do to assist persons with disabilities.”

Illinois State Senator A.J. Wilhelmi and Illinois State
Representative Jack McGuire (with his wife in attendance)
both received “Special Recognition” from the WGCIL for
their vital work in securing State funding in Program Year
2006-2007.  Those funds were used to build-out the Low
Vision Loan Center and to provide for much-needed (and
greatly appreciated) office and building improvements. 

For their sponsorship of CIL programs and services in
2006-2007, these businesses and individuals (see listing in
this newsletter) earned Certificates of Appreciation.

Great thanks to all who joined us that evening, including
the staff who took the time to come and especially
Administrative Assistant Lyda Dew (and her trusty sidekick,
Marie Malfatti) for hard work in preparing for the meeting.
Also on hand were Board members Denise Winfrey, Val
Rand, Laura Lindemann, Dan Donica, Carol Cawvey,
Andrea Robison, Ann Johnson, Margaret Ward, Bob Smith
and Jim Albritton, who deserves congratulations for his
recent retirement from the Joliet Police Department.  

Also in attendance were Will County Executive Larry
Walsh and his Disability Commission liaison Sandy
Simmons; City of Joliet Alderwoman Jan Quillman and City
ADA/Safety Inspector, Kevin Gahr.  Great thanks to our
Accessible Cities Alliance advisors who shared in the
festivities, including Diane Seiler of Marquette Bank with
her husband, son and friend; Robert Sistek of First Midwest
Bank and Joliet Banking Center President Jim Roolf; and
Reverend Jim Allen who also represents the Senior Center
and the Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities in Illinois, as
does Dorothy Chess and Ed Kammer, a former Volunteer of
the Year.

The spirit of partnership and success was strong, as were
the Center’s results over the past program year.  Before
passing the President’s gavel to Val Rand, Board President
Denise Winfrey delivered a moving and motivational
presentation about the past year.  She shared a long list of
accomplishments for which the Center was grateful and
shared a hearty dose of appreciation to all who made this the
best year ever for the Center -- which served a record
number of 4,113 disabled individuals in the 2006-2007
Program Year!  



2007 DONORS
James E. Hearns Charitable Foundation
Northern Illinois Steel Supply Company

First  Midwest Bank
D’Arcy Motors

Wadsworth Golf Charities Foundation
“D” Construction

Senesac and Lennon Ltd. CPAs
For the Good of It

Lincolnway Community Bank
Ed and Gloria Dollinger/Edward Jones

Investments
Founders Bank
Remco Medical

Val and Bobbi Rand
John Heavens

NuMark Credit Union
Fast Printing of Joliet

BGI Advertising

Graphic Papers of Joliet
NICOR

David and Cynthia June
Abbey Woods Foundation

Richard DeGrush
AT&T Foundation

Michas and Michas
Caterpillar Foundation

Catholic Campaign for Human Development
Crane Fund for Widows and Children

Holly Club
Rotary Club of Joliet

Joliet Junior Woman’s Club
United Way of Will County

United Way of  Grundy County
Silver Cross Hospital

Division of Rehabilitation Services –
Illinois Department of Human Services

Consumer Comment —
“The Will-Grundy Center 
for Independent Living was
available when I made 
the transition from nursing
home to independent living.
Debbie Tarrant helped me 
to coordinate the paperwork
needed to make the transition.
She was very 'hands on' during
the transition itself. I would not
be where I am today, living
independetly, without the 
Will-Grundy Center for 
Independent Living.” Need help with Medicare Part D?

Call Mary Tisdale at CIL.
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