








The Season is Heating Up, so Plan to Enjoy a 

Summer Serenade!
Saturday, August 21, 2010 

at Harrah’s Joliet Casino

Social Hour and hors d’euvres at 5:30 p.m.
Dinner at 6:30 p.m.

Entertainment by Teddy Lee Orchestra
to follow until 11:00 p.m.

Ticket price:  $75 per person

Featuring a tremendous meal of salad, filet of beef, chicken, vegetable and dessert!

FINAL RSVP DATE
for reservations and payment sent to or dropped off at WGCIL by 

Thursday, August 12!
Note: Tickets will not be issued, but reservations held for those who pay by 8/12. 

Must be 21 to gamble and dine. Know When To Stop Before You Start®. 
Gambling problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER. ©2008, Harrah's License Company, LLC.

sponsored by

GREAT CASH
RAFFLE PRIZES!

Grand Prize: $500 cash

2nd Place Prize: $250 cash

3rd and 4th Place Prizes:
$100 cash

Silent Auction Items to include:
Florida Condo 7-day stay

Grand Bear Lodge 2-night getaway

Summer Entertainment Package 
for family fun

Golf Package for Men

Women’s Beauty TLC Basket

Police and Fire Department Trips for Kids
…and more



HELP WANTED:
Disability Mentoring Day
Workplace Mentors Needed

Attention workers around Will and Grundy Counties:
Your time and experience is wanted by high school
students with disabilities who will be participating in a
national career exploration program to be held
Wednesday, October 20, 2010. Disability Mentoring
Day entails high school students with disabilities
spending 3-4 hours at a local workplace with a mentor
who provides a tour of the organization/business,
discusses job responsibilities and required skills and
education, and allows the student to get involved in the
work.  If you know someone who would be willing to
share half a day, please promote DMD! 

Similarly, high school students, their parents and
teachers are encouraged to register early and work
with the Center’s DMD Coordinator, Kelly McKenzie, to
share their career interests and wish list of jobs for
which they’d like to learn and share hands-on
experiences in the workplace.

Summer is a great time to sign on to participate in
Disability Mentoring Day! There is a great amount of
planning and preparation required long before the
October 20 event in order to match students with
workplace mentors to make for a win-win experience.
The Center provides recommendations to mentors on
how to create a great experience for the student, and
also works closely with the participating schools to
place students in the workplace that most suits their
interests.  

Kelly would like to give special recognition to one
volunteer whose son learned first-hand how valuable
Mentoring Day can be.  Kathy Mack is a parent from
New Lenox whose son participated for two years in
DMD while attending Lincoln-Way Central.  She helped
tremendously last year, even after her son graduated.
Said Kelly, “I would like to give her a special thank you
for all of her help. I couldn't have done it without her!”

Consider what a positive difference you can make by
being involved, and contact Kelly at the Center soon by
calling 815/729-0162 (voice) or 815/729-2085 (TTY).

Accessibility
Applause:

• To Congresswoman Debbie Halvorson, 11th Congressional
District, for sponsoring and helping pass into law three
separate bills supporting disabled veterans and access to
health care. Additionally, Representative Halvorson is
working closely with the VA to establish a veterans clinic at
the location of what will become the former Silver Cross
Hospital and we wish all parties involved good luck and good
decision-making during that arduous process.

• To the Grundy County Housing Authority and its Director,
Brent Newman, for ensuring that their recent renovations
included expanded access for disabled residents.

• To two New Lenox businesses actively working to make their
services accessible to disabled youth.  The Dance Studio, Ltd.
owner Marianne Kyler provides instruction year-round to
disabled students who performed during the Spring recital.
Proof that wheelchairs and walkers need not prevent one from
putting in a great performance. And Carroll's Studio, which
provides martial arts and related training to a wide range of
disabled youth.  Here's hoping the youth and their parents will
continue to seek and find valuable resources to enhance their
independent living, including our Center!

Anguish:
• To the Illinois General Assembly for failing to spread the

sacrifice to private, public and non-profit entities to rectify
the horrific financial conditions, and threatening services
and lives who rely on human service organizations.  

• To all local and national candidates who advocate for the
repeal of any portion of the Americans with Disabilities
Act or any civil rights legislation passed decades ago.

Make note of these important dates, do your
homework on all candidates, and VOTE! 

✓ September 23 – Absentee Ballots Mailed
✓ October 5 – Last Day to Register to Vote
✓ October 11-28 – Early Voting
✓ November 2 – ELECTION DAY

• Federal Elections for U.S. State Senator and U.S.
Representatives in several Congressional Districts in
Will and Grundy Counties.

• State Elections for Governor/Lt. Gov; Secretary of
State; Treasurer; Comptroller; and Attorney General.

• Illinois State Senate and Illinois House of
Representatives in multiple Districts in Will and
Grundy Counties.

• Will County elections for following offices:  Clerk;
Treasurer; Sheriff; Regional Superintendent of
Schools; and County Board Districts 3, 5, 8 and 9.

Contact the Will or Grundy County Clerk offices
online or via telephone for information! 

ELECTION 2010



Calendar of Events

Wednesday, July 7 – August 25
Disability Law Series at the Center
(running Wednesdays from 10:00 a.m. to noon)

Thursday, August 12
Grundy Disability Forum 2010 at First Christian Church
455 Southmor Street in Morris
from 12:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (registration begins at 12:30 p.m.)

Saturday, August 21
Summer Serenade at Harrah’s Joliet Casino Ballroom
from 5:30 p.m. – 11 p.m.

Wednesday, October 20
Disability Mentoring Day at area workplaces
from 10:00 a..m. – 1:00 p.m.

CIL Nutrition Program Set to
Help Disabled Consumers

The Center will be hosting a Nutrition Education Program –
FREE Monthly Workshops – on the third Wednesday of
every month from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.  This is a great way to
meet others, renew old friendships and get motivated to
make good choices!  

Persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged to
participate in a range of positive and interactive activities
planned to promote awareness of small steps that can be
taken to achieve a healthier lifestyle. Topics include the
importance of following the food pyramid and reading food
labels, making healthy food choices, preparing healthy
menus, exercising, developing good health habits, and much
more!  Learn how cooking can be fun, not a chore, and how
it saves you money, too!  Tycee Bell, Community Specialist
at the Will County Extension Services, inspires participants to
eat less and move more!!  Bring friends or family to join the
fun – here’s to your health!

Assistive Technology
Grants for Youth
Available
Children with disabilities who can benefit

from assistive technology have a new

ally in their quest for equipment that

allows them to gain independence and a

higher quality of life at home and at

school.  Thanks to a grant from the Joliet

Junior Woman's Club, the Will-Grundy

Center for Independent Living is able to

offer grants to families of disabled

children, from newborn to 23 years of

age.  These grants can be used to

purchase a range of assistive technology

devices.

NEW! 

Check us out 
on the web at 

www.will-grundycil.org



Board of Directors

Staff

Denise Winfrey, Will County Board Member – President 
Val Rand, Rand’s Hallmark – Vice President 

Donald L. Cordano, Cordano & Associates CPA – Treasurer 
Charles Fuqua, CIL Consumer, Volunteer – Secretary
John Stanton – Delegate-at-Large, Stanton Architects

Jim Albritton – Summer Serenade Co-Chair
Bob Smith, Summer Serenade Co-Chair 
Mary Ann Pinkney, Catholic Charities 

Nancy Pohlman, University of St. Francis 
Paul Lagomarcino, Provena St. Joseph Medical Center 

Brent Newman, Grundy County Housing Authority
Vincent Foster Sr., CIL Consumer 

Tim Britnall, CIL Consumer 
Rhonda Price, CIL Consumer and Volunteer 

Jacky Beato, Harrah’s Joliet 
Leslie Sutton, Richland School District #88

Pam Heavens, Executive Director
Festus Fabilola, Program Manager

Carol Warunek, Office/Business Manager
Kelly McKenzie, Personal Assistant Advocate

Cailin Rooney, Administrative Assistant
Mary Tisdale, Independent Living Advocate

Debbie Tarrant, Independent Living Advocate
Olivia Cruickshank, Community Reintegration Aide

Tijuana Sanders, Community Reintegration Transitional Coordinator
Laura Zeiger, Community Reintegration Transitional Coordinator

Maria Hansen, Hispanic Outreach Advocate
Marie Malfatti, Clerical Aide
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Will-Grundy Center for Independent Living
2415-A W. Jefferson Street
Joliet, Illinois 60435

Help yourself 
and others… 

Get informed 
and stay involved

in securing
disability rights!

Check out these great
resources on the web:

Greatlakesada.org on nationwide initiatives and
status of ADA Amendments Act

Disability.gov for all things related to disability
issues

Ready.gov for valuable news and tips on disaster
preparedness

Note: This newsletter is available in alternate formats.
Log onto our website at www.will-grundycil.org 

or contact the Center.




